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Trump Doctrine in the Gulf Recalibrating
US Geoeconomic Strategy in the Middle East

NECMETTIN ACAR*
ORCID NO:0000-0002-6130-5145
ABSTRACT: US President Donald Trump's visit to the Gulf in May 2025, as well as

the messages he delivered, signal a significant shift in American foreign policy. As a
major driver of this transformation, Trump insists on geoeconomic instruments to con-
duct global geopolitical competition and prioritizes rialpolitical approaches for Gulf
regime security. This study analyzes US foreign policy towards the Middle East within
the framework of the Trump Doctrine. As a result of the visit, the US has abandoned its

interventionist stance in the region's internal affairs and has shifted toward a foreign

* Mardin Artuklu— policy approach that emphasizes economic and diplomatic means. In light of China's

University,
Tiirkiye

FEENCE ST
2025-(2/14)
09 - 22

growing influence in the world, this reflects a redefining of US strategic priorities in the
region.

Keywords: Trump Doctrine, US Foerign Policy, Geoeconomy, Realpolitik.
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The Parameters of the US Foreign Policy
Decision Making Under Trump's Presidency

TUNCAY KARDAS*
ORCID NO: 0000-0001-7898-4722

ABSTRACT: This paper analyzes U.S. foreign policy-making under President Trump
with a particular emphasis on the Middle East during his first term. It highlights the
complex interplay between various forms of rational decision-making (formal, political,
economic, and subjective) on his decision-making style. It finds that despite Trump’s
desire to impose his own agenda, institutional constraints and internal divisions limit
his autonomy in policy-making. His administration’s decisions have therefore often been
chaotic, thanks to nationalist, anti-liberal ideologies and influence of other key figures.
Overall, the article shows that assuming a consistent and formal logic in decision-mak-
ing processes during the Trump era is misleading. Rather, understanding U.S. foreign
policy necessitates identifying the influence of non-traditional elites, internal political

dynamics as well as competing rationalities.
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This book examines the century-long transformation of Turkish
foreign policy, with each chapter dedicated to analyzing different
regions and explaining the priorities and strategies of Tuirkiye within
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the vision and objectives outlined in the Century of Tiirkiye, declared
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Transatlantic Relations: An Assessment
through Shared Values and Shared Security
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ABSTRACT: The post-World War Il transatlantic relationship between the European
Union (EU) and the United States of America (USA) was founded on shared values and
security. These included the liberal values of a rules-based liberal world order, such as a
functioning democratic government, the rule of law, a market economy, and freedoms of
expression, belief, press, and civil liberties. Common values and a shared threat percep-
tion also shaped the security dimension of transatlantic relations during and after the
Cold War. The divergences between the EU and the US that began during the first Trump
era deepened in the second, particularly regarding common values and security. This
article first discusses the historical dimension of these shared values and security, and
then interprets the EU-US relationship by evaluating changing perceptions and policies

emerging in these two focal points through liberalism, modernism, and traditionalism.
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ABSTRACT: The study examines Trump's policy toward China in light of the "Thucy-
dides Trap" theory, which suggests a potential conflict between a rising power and an
established one. Trump adopted a confrontational approach through a comprehensive
trade war, restrictions on Chinese technology, and efforts to tarnish China's global
image. This included the imposition of unprecedented tariffs and accusations against
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countries. He also pressured U.S. allies to curb their relations with China, while China
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Syria post-Assad: Features and Necessities
of Dealing with Challenges

ORABI ABDELHAY ORABI*
ORCID NO: 0000-0001-5051-0429
ABSTRACT:This report examines the risks facing Syria after the fall of the Bashar al-
Assad regime, focusing on security, political, and social challenges shaped by internal
and external dynamics. It begins with ISIS’s efforts to exploit instability by attacking
public security forces and reactivating sleeper cells to escalate guerrilla warfare in the
east. At the same time, remnants of the former regime have engaged in assassinations
and targeted security institutions, while attempting to ignite sectarian conflict along the
coast. In the south, the Druze community poses a challenge due to its refusal to integrate
into the security and institutional framework. This aligns with rising tensions between
the government and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), which seek to maintain au-
tonomy and preserve their structure. Meanwhile, Israel is working to reshape border dy-
namics through preemptive strikes and indirect support to local actors. In this context, it

is crucial to ensure transitional justice and prevent Syria from becoming a failed state..

Keywords: ISIS, Regime Remnants, Druze, SDF (Syrian Democratic Forces), Israel.
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ABSTRACT: Religious groups in Yemen are among the intellectual groups that tran-
scend political and geographical borders. They were formed under historical factors
different from those of the modern nation-state and are connected to their counterparts
in the Arab and Islamic worlds. Accordingly, these religious groups are subject to local
factors and influences, as well as external ones, which makes it important to evaluate
their ideas and positions on issues of sovereignty and independence. This paper dis-
cusses the nature of the visions and ideas of these Yemeni religious groups regarding
sovereignty and independence and analyzes their policies and positions toward these
issues to understand the roles they play. The paper adopts a descriptive and analytical
approach, along with a comparative method, in examining these ideas and positions
Sfrom 1962 to 2024.
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AK Party Years in Tiirkiye |
Domestic and Foreign Policy

May 2023 | Kilig Bugra Kanat, Burhanettin Duran

The AK Party years in Tiirkiye have been truly transformational. When
the party was established in 2001, the country was going through major
economic and political crises. Today, under the leadership of President
Erdogan, Tiirkiye is a middle power with serious global ambitions. In the
nearly two decades since its inception, the AK Party has been confronted
with major domestic and foreign policy challenges.
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Re-Negotiating Alevi Identity |
Values, Emotions and
Contending Visions on the Future

May 2023 | Talha Kése

TALHA KOSE

This book investigates the transformation and the politicization of
Alevi identity within the social and political context of post-1980
Tiirkiye. This study specifically focuses on the role of collective emotions
and values in forming and transforming Alevi identity
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Internal And External Threats to the National
Security of Sudan: A Strategic Overview

TIRAB ABBKAR TIRAB*

ORCID NO: 0000-0001-7267-5929
ABSTRACT: This study strategically examines the internal and external threats to
national security in the Republic of Sudan, one of the most significant countries in the
Horn of Africa and the Arab world. Sudan has been experiencing political, security, and
economic instability following the developments that took place after the popular upris-
ing that overthrew the regime of Field Marshal Omar Hassan Ahmed ALBASHEER in
2019. Analyzing the security situation is of critical importance, as achieving political
stability or economic development in the near future is difficult without a stable security
environment. On the domestic level, this is essential, and on the regional level, Sudan’s
security and stability have positive implications for the surrounding region. Conversely,
any instability in this strategically vital country poses a threat to the security and stabil-
ity of neighboring states
Keywords: Security, National Security, Sudan, Threats to National Security, Threats to

Sudanese National Security.
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